DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!
FORGIVENESS!
The Psalmist, inspired by God's Spirit, describes the steadfastness of God’s love as being “as high as the heavens are above the earth - toward those who fear him.” (Ps.l03:11)  And in the next verse we’re given a wonderful picture of God’s complete forgiveness when he says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our sins from us.” (Ps.l03:12)  
In Heb.8:12 we’re reminded that God says he will be merciful toward his people’s sins, and will in fact remember them no more, because he has already dealt with them in his Son, Jesus, on the cross of Calvary. (1Pet.2:24)
Looking again at lPet.2:24, we see that the results of Calvary go far beyond having our sin removed, and do in fact now make it possible for us to live our lives in righteousness.

It’s such an amazing thing to realise that the death of Jesus; while it is effective only in the lives of true Christians, because they have wholeheartedly and completely believed what God has done in that death, yet this great work was enough to be effective for all mankind of every generation, if they would only truly believe.  It really is Amazing grace, amazing forgiveness. (Heb.l0:10, 2Pet.3:9, Titus 2:11)
We read Heb.9:22 that ‘without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin.’  This is because God’s unchanging Word says, “The soul that sins will die.” (Ezek.18:4) And in Lev.17:11 we find God again saying “The life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement, because of the life in it.” When Jesus poured out his lifeblood for us, it was the perfect atonement for all mankind, opening the door for those who would believe, to receive God’s free gifts of forgiveness and eternal life.  How absolutely amazing this is!! (Heb.10:14, Rom.6:23)
While it would appear that there are two very different view points given in Is.53:4-5 of the death of Jesus; one of defeat, the other of victory; and if we view Calvary through human eyes and understanding only, all we’ll ever see is the physical suffering and pointless death of Jesus; which, so often, in the many movies made by unregenerated man, is all that is, or can be shown.  

Yet, to the eyes and understanding of the regenerated, reborn child of God, there is the wonder and beauty of knowing that Jesus went through that terrible time for us; not just the physical suffering, but far more importantly the separation from his Father; and by it we have been healed and made whole (holy).

Once more, in Is.53:11 (RSV) we read that Jesus "saw the fruit of the travail of his soul, and was satisfied."  That fruit being those of us who would humbly, and gladly accept this free offer of forgiveness, and would then go on to bear much fruit for him. (Jh.15:1-8 & Phil.1:21-24)
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